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COVER PHOTO: 
HOMEGIRL SEMELE ANSTIS WEARS THE 

COLOURS TO COMMEMORATE THE ANSWER'S 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY IN A SOLEMN SERVICE AT 

THE WHISTLER SKIER'S CHAPEL. 
ELWYN ROWLANDS PHOTO 

4 Message From The Ozone 
I don't really know what this fellow is, saying, I 

haven't seen him in a year or two. 

1 z Baked Alaska 
Our favourite glamour boy "heads" up to the 

World Extreme Championships. 

14 Panda Juice 
The World Cup was an exciting race, but our 

reporter did everything but snifiYP's laundry . 

1 8 Sports Profile: 
Ross Rebagliati is one styling dude, but 

Cbeeseball wouldn't know because he's a total 

professional. 

ZO Static 
If you think Reader's Digest is drivel, then savor 

zz 
this. 

Dr • . McConkey ln~erview 
Jake was so busy in his new bot tub that be 

turned a mediocre interview into a two part 

senes. 

z 6 The VIsitors 
A nice story to read before you lay down in the 

middle .;f Route 99, while a logging truck takes 

your paisley soul back up to the Pemberton 

Valley. 

Zl Life In The Marsh 
They daimed we didn't have a corporate mem

bership in AWARE but we did, just ask Christine. 

Failure to publish the subject advertisement Answer are not necessarily those of the publish- om mended. All written submissions must be 
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Fro~ The 
er, Founder By Charlie Doyle 

A year ago I sat hunched at this same desk trying to 
answe'l' this same question. Why get re-involved with the pub
lishing game? Three hundred and sixty odd days haven't pro
vided me with any clues let alone answers. 

It certainly isn't the money! Ever since we spent all the 
investor's money, somewhere around the second issue, I've 
been on volunteer status. This has a kind of Buddhist nobility 
about it but I suspect the karmic load I'm accumulating isn't 
going to improve my lot in the next go around. 

Some would say we're all in it for 
the fame. Well you may have talked me 
into that up until last week when a per
fect stranger and prospective sign 
client blurted "You're part of that 
Answer bullshit, aren't you?" I was 
back-pedaling furiously with talk of 
"artistic freedom" and "not being 
everyone's cup of tea" when I discov
ered the root of his problem. He had 
the misfortune of sharing Adventures 
West with the Answer office and didn't 
seem ready to let bygones be bygones. 
Hey, he knows who I am, I'm famous! 
Come to think of it he isn't returning 
my calls. 

amongst the important information. The joke was on me. I had 
been demoted to "Founder". This was no doubt the result of 
my absence around the office and well deserved. As anyone 
who is familiar with the inner workings of the Answer is 
aware, these titles are highly revered and unlike knighthoods or 
the Order of Canada these are actual job descriptions. I 
rehearsed all the usual excuses ; family, earning a living, ski 
time etc. but deep down I knew I had no defense and offered 
none. I would have to live with the shame of having "Founder" 

on my name tag. Seppuku is not 
yet entirely out of the question. 

I imagined, at the begin
ning, I would be immersed in 
the pressure cooker of big busi
ness but soon learned to see the 
Answer more as a form of con
ceptual or performance art. Call 
it a semi regular installation put 
together by a small, very diverse 
and changeable group of indi
viduals. Call it whatever you 
want, but it is happening. It' s 
people doing something, it 
doesn't cost the taxpayer a dime 
and as near as I can see it's only . 

Everyone knows it's the freebies 
that make this line of work worthwhile. 
Although none of the events I'd attend
ed had been particularly earth shatter
ing I knew the World Cup Downhill 
would change all that. I figured I was 
in for a real beer fest untill went to get 
my media accreditation and discov
ered I had been beaten to the punch by 
a half a dozen professional schmooze 
artists of the highest calibre, all flying 
the Answer banner. In the old days I 
wouldn't have let that stop me but I 
seem to have mellowed with age and 

Outgoing WhiJtler Mayor Teu Nehheli.ng 
pre.~enl:J our lawyer, Harley Paul, with the 
twenty uollarcJ he owe'J him from a het he 
ma'Je lacJt year to the effect that the AnJwer 
wouliJn 't lacJt a year. 

. been injurious to the people 
involved in producing it (all 
consenting adults) . It hasn' t 
turned out exactly as I envi
sioned it. For that matter it 
hasn't turned out as anyone 
envisioned it. It's not how I 
imagine a real magazine to be 
with things like editorial meet
ings, assignments and formats . 
People bring us stuff. We mix it 
up a bit, simmer over low heat 
for a month or so and when it's 
good and ready, out it comes. 

lost that capacity so important to the press, the ability to func
tion hung over. I only would have lasted a day anyway. 

No one can argue the high status of being a publisher. For 
a year I bathed in the same limelight as such luminaries as 
Conrad Black, Jeanneke Van Hattem and Larry Flint. I was 
ushered to the finest tables in the finest restaurants. Rupert 
Murdoch would phone to talk shop. Life was good. For this I 
had only to suffer occasional interruptions at cocktail parties to 
contradict rumours of the demise of the Answer. However this 
euphoria was short lived. The shock was revealed to me while 
searching the mast head for the little jokes Bosco likes to hide 

It's sort of like the "Canada as social melting pot" theory. The 
result is a surprise to everyone, except perhaps to Bosco who 
has to fit all the pieces together. 

But if the world ends tomorrow, I'll go knowing it was 
worthwhile. We didn' t tow the standard Whistler marketing 
schtick, didn't make too many friends in high places and prob
ably won't win any magazine awards. What we did do and will 
continue to do is give local writers, artists, photographers and 
advertisers a place to be and in turn give discriminating locals 
and the occasional unsuspecting tourist a glimpse into what 
makes this funny little town tick. 
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Black's 
M 

LETTERS 

Aroun~ tne Worla 

in~War1 
Over 85 Beers 

from around the 
world from the 
traditional to 
the obscure. 

Located upstairs 
above the Original 
Ristorante in the 
Westbrook Hotel. 

Dear editor: 
Wealth is a relatively recent 

prospect for athletes that are 
involved with high profile sports. 
Can you imagine if Jim Thorpe, the 
great athlete who stole the show at 
the 1912 Olympics (9 gold medals), 
was negotiating a contract with 
today's Toronto Blue Jays? Would he 
be pulling in ten or twenty million 
dollars a year? The harsh reality of 
the past was that if it weren't for 
Thorpe's sport buddies, who offered 
some financial assistance after he 
retired from pro sports, the broke 
athlete would have had to keep dig
ging ditches to feed his family (in 
fact he did for several years after he 
left the New York Giants in 1925.) 

The recent trend in sports is to 
win at any cost, because the rewards 

are well 
worth the 

PRINTING 

risk. 
These 
costs 
include 
high tech
nology 
equip
ment, 
exhaustive 
training 
regimes, LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 

WHERE ALL YOUR PRINTING IS 

DONE RIGHT IN TOWN. 

lET US QUOTE ON YOUR NEXT JOB! 

#5-1212 AlPHA LAKE RoAD, WHimER, B.C. voN 1 B1 

TELEPHONE: (604) 932-1944 

fAX: (604)938-1940 

superior diets (with low untraceable 
levels of banned substances), and 
coaching that combine the calculus 
brain of Isaac Newton and the spiri
tual and motivational mind of Billy 
Graham. 

The result of this "win at any 
cost" trend is an economy that 
revolves around sport results. Pro 
sport leagues and franchises are like 
corporations whose product is 
entertainment for their audience, 
but in keeping with the new formula 
for sport success, the product must 
be a winner to keep a large audi
ence share. The losers eventually 
fade and are weeded out while the 
winning athlete has fun performing, 
but must learn to deal with his or 
her commercialization (and the side . 
effects: accountants, lawyers, tax 
shelters, etc.) 

A partial answer to this madness 
(yes, it is madness when an outfield
er in major league baseball can 
gross $33 million per year), is to 
lighten up on sport results, go visit 
an art gallery, take up a hobby, take 
up part time studies at home, ahhh 
damn it, you just can't do it when 
the big game is on, can you? 

.. .'; .. ·:·:·: :···· 

Andris Kikauka, 
Brackendale, B.C. 

W~ lo lis! or bu~ ~ur ~r~rty w~ C~ns Moore. 
Chris has been highly imolved in the 

.•. .. Whistler community since the late 70's. wnh ···: 
· ·•· . his experience as a building inspector for 2 . 
••• : •· years wnh the RMOW and selling real estate 

· ••· •• .:· for the past 10 years with Whistler Real Estate 
makes him an expert in the real estate market. 
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Right: ConJtitalio~Jal 
lemming Brent l.Jaac 
.JurfeiJ a little too long on 
the Expo 67 wa"e aniJ 
eniJeiJ up getting .JcrapeiJ 
o"er the "Non" harnacle.J. 
HiJ rendition of ''Yankee 
DooiJle DarUJy" bowe"et; 
got him a.~keiJ hack for a 
reprie"e on STUDS. 
~ttonn:lOro"ince 

Inquirer reporter John 
Colehourn got .JueiJ by 
WbiJtler woman 
Catherine Beller o"er 
.Jome .Jo-calleiJ fac'u be 
wrote ahoat our laanc[l~ 
hat in a miJ.Jion of mercy 
Beller ilroppeiJ the 
.Jait-Colehourn iJroppeiJ a 
rammer 
Colehoarn iJ an expert 
reportet; aniJ can he often 
foaniJ in local har.~ a.~lc
ing the crucial que.Jtion~ 
''How mach fooiJ iJo you 
ba"e in your fridge?". 

AnfNliON: 
Renters & 
First Time 

Home buyers 

We have the 
knowledge& 
experience to 

help you make 
the right 

purchase the 
first time 

Affordable 
Housing 
•Whistler 
•Pemberton 

Single Family & 
Townhomes 

Whistler 
Fax 
Van. Toll Free 

932-2300 
932-1140 
687-4222 
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PHOTO 

Glacier Lodge on the 

Opposite Chateau Whistler 
932·6676 

CRITTER OF THE MONTH 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 
To nominate your critter 

fC)r this prestigious award 
drop a photo off at our 
Glacier Lodge location. 

NAME: SPIKE 
Spike likes anything that 
moves . . 
Spike says: "I enjoy living 
in Emerald and romping 
with Chevy and Munchie. 
And it's great to bark your 
head off and nobody can 
hear you over the heli
copters." 

Nancy Greene Lodge 

In the Heart of the Village 

932·6612 

Johnny G. Says: 
I'LL BE GOING TO 
THE ANSWE R 1ST 
ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY ON APRIL 22. 

·WILL YOU? 
CALL 932-4114 FOR 
CRUCIAL DETAILS. 
TICKETS $5. 
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WHISTLER 
ANSWER 

The benefits of a career 
in print iournalism. 
For many of us, the . 
I ife we dreamed of 

never happened. 
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SUMMER 
STORAGE 

TUNE-UP 
April15 · 23 

Flat grind, base repair, edge 

and wax 

$20.00 
IN THE HOUSE OF MONS 

932-6906 

AI DaPu~ aka T-Sbirt 
A4 wtU tbe fir.Jt .Juh
.Jcriher to tbe Wbutler 

Alldwer hack in 1977. 

Recently be celehrateiJ 

bi.J 65th hirtbiJay aniJ 
u now officially a 

.Jenior citizen. On a 

clear iJay you can .Jee 

forePer. We baPe .Jeen 

into the future hecaU.Je 

we haPe .JtooiJ on tbe 

.JbouliJer of gianl.l. 

Whistler Sailing & Water Sports 
Centre Ltd. 

Seasons Passes 
Every D•y M•y t • Oct.S 

UnlhnMed use of user S•lllllo.ts, 
C•n-s, K•y•ks . 

f. P•ddlolllo.ts on n•ndby Ill•••• 
$Z99 Reg t499 c•II9SZ

SAIL 
7245 

ANYPLACE 

938-1763 
#29-1212 ALPHA lAKE ROAD 
F UNCTI O N JUN C TION • 

NOW 
OPEN 
•Repairs 
• Prescription 
Lenses 

•Eyewear 
•24 Hour 
Emergency 
Service 

Located at 
Whistler 1 Hour 
Photo at the base 

of Blackcomb 
(Across from the 

Chateau 
Whistler.) 

932-2904 
••••••••••••• 
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Top: Wbile we got a 
lot on initial ba.ule 

for .!uppoJeO ca:Jual 
ntUJity, a freqtUnt 

contrihutor, Gary 
MacFarlane, baJ 

turneD ntUJe JbotJ 

into Jonuwbat of a 

career. 

Bottom: ''Hey, you 

big fat Jbit you jUJt 

put your cigarette 
out on m:y Jboulder," 

JayJ JUNO 'J rnak 
vocali.Jt of tbe year. 

Lenny JayJ tbat 

everyone Jbould 
attend tbe Full Moon 

Poetry d Song nigbt 

at Pbil''J Lounge on 

WwneJJay, May 5. 
Time: gooJ anJ 8:()() 

p.m. 

Spring 
Fashions 

NowHere! 
Stop in at Boyd's 

and.check out 

our great spring 
casual wear 

that looks as 
good as itfeels! 

BOYD'S CLOTHING 
6 VIDEO 

Nesters sq ... .,., Whistler 
1 11.- north of the viii .. • 

932-6844 
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The cornice at ValiJez where Will MaiJJen plungeiJ to bid 
iJeatb. CHRIS KENT PHOTO 

~tFresll 
for only 

$1.79 

6" Cold Cut Combo 
1993Doctms t/!!!!..UB A~-~ 
Assoc,dles Inc ~ w T ® 

llll' Place Wl1ere Fresh is the 'TIL~te ., .. 

932-3244 -Royal Bank Building 
Offer begins April 19, 1993 

D EXTREME SKIING 
ByCbrk!Kent 

The World Extreme Skiing Championships were 
once again held at Valdez, Alaska, April 2-5. I attend
ed again as a judge and it was a spectacle and an epic 
adventure. Just what I've come to expect from the 
land of voids. 

Alaska is a void in standards to which most of 
us are accustomed. You expect, especially because it 
is the USA, that the legal status quo exists stringently 
there. I remain in continual awe at the looseness of 
American law in this most renegade of states. 

Valdez is not a ski town. It's famous for, of 
course, the oil spill in Prince William Sound from the 
Exxon Valdez. Skiing has existed only for those who 
drive to the Thompson Pass and use the car as a ski 
lift. Skidoos are another mode of uphill transport and 
skins as well. Helicopters, planes and snowcats are 
now commonplace throughout the region. Which has 
been spurred heavily by the extreme skiing competi
tion. 

They are not, however, heli-ski operations, 
legally anyhow. They are simply charter outfits who 
will fly people to wherever they wish to go. If you 
want a first descent down an unskied peak the pilot 
will get you there if he can land. They use no guides 
so the skiers are responsible for themselves. 

It is the wildest of landscapes. An oblivion of 
ice fields and piranha tooth peaks. Skiing there is like 
being in a dream. I think it is what I dreamed abOut 
while in the womb. The competition lives the Alaska 
attitude. How they can insure such an event is beyond 
me, but it does, however, happen. And believe me, it 
is an intense event. Slopes from 45 to 60 degrees 
amongst cornices, cliffs and anything else. What is re
quired for success is a strong skiing background, 
along with a high degree of mountain savvy. 

As judges we discussed the categories and 
scored it to reward control and good solid skiing 
skills. Safety is the first concern. We did not want 
young testosterone laden purple haired freaks leaping 
off blind crags like lemmings. On slopes like these 
there are areas where if you fall , you die. 

Even so, a tragedy did occur. Strangely enough 
the incident took place in a non-competition circum
stance. Will Madsen of Steamboat Springs, Colorado, 
walked to the edge of the cornice atop the site to 
scope out a line. The area was roped off and he was 
informally advised he should get away from the edge. 
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CHAMPIONSHIPS Fl LL 
While the very first competitor skied his run the cornice on 
which Madsen was standing gave way and took him with it. He 
was killed instantly as he was raked over the rocks below. It 
was a grim reminder to everyone of the magnitude of the ter
rain and the wildness of the mountain. 

A meeting of the judges and competitors then took place 
to get a consensus of feeling. We all unanimously agreed the 
show must go on. Other sports have death and you have to 
clean up and carry on. It was, after all, an outside event. His 
accident didn't occur in the competition. 

As the event progressed, three familiar names rose to the 
top of the results sheet. Dean Conway of Squaw Valley, Jim 

, Zell and Doug Coombs both of Jackson Hole. Each has his 
own style, but in common was strong skiing and excellent 
route finding skills. Conway and Zell also took some impres
sive air time. 

On the women's side one competitor shone above the 
rest. That was Noel Lyons of Boulder, Colorado; being from a 
racing background and a very strong skier she tore up the easi
er lines and walked away with it. In pursuit of her were Julie 
Vance and Emily Gladstone, both of Jackson Hole. 

After the third day, which was on a mountain called Forty 
Mile, it was very close and a bit controversial. Because of his 
skillful skiing in some incredible routes, Doug Coombs took 
first, Jim Zell second and Dean Conway third. 

Finally the event was over, with no mishaps, and every
one was relieved. Now it was time to do some real skiing. I had 
the pleasure of doing a run with Doug Coombs, his girlfriend 
Emily Gladstone and fellow judge Tom Jungst. I felt safe on a 
steep, rocky mountainside with these guys because of their 
route finding skills. 

I also had some wonderful runs with Peter Chrznowski, 
Dean Conway, Kim Reichelm and, of course, the Juneau boys, 
Jon and Jim Gute, and Bruce Griggs. We skied runs you find 
only in your dreams-and in Alaska. 

At night we were at Mike Cozad's Tsaina Lodge, about 
45 minutes out of Valdez. It's a quaint lodge in the wilderness, 
with a helicopter and endless terrain. One run is on a mountain 
called Diamond on which you can ski 5,700 vertical with the 
top 2,000 feet on a 50 degree slope leading right back to Tsaina 
Lodge. 

I was sorry to leave the place. I felt like a very free per
son there. Both trips I've had have been epic adventures. It is a 
land and a society designed for adventure. The land of voids. A 
void in Jaw and a void in geography. That is Alaska and I hope 
it doesn't change. 

CHRIS KENT PHOTC~ 

Munster Davies 
CoNSTRucnoN 

• GENERAL CoNTRACTING 
• CusToM HoMEs 
• FRAMING/FINISHING 

• RENOVATIONS 

ANDREW MUNSTER 

932-1145 OR CELLULAR 932-7976 

Local Suppliers of Quality 
Baked Goods Since 1986. 
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PANDA JUICE 
A VVORLD CUP MEMOIR 

By AniJrew Roljt~on 

On February 27th of this year, I had the honour of be extended through Dusty's, and across the highway to-
attending my first World Cup ski event-the downhill on wards a fmish line across my driveway on Squaw Valley 
Whistler Mountain. I arrived early Saturday morning Crescent. It works perfectly. I wouldn't have to get out of 
with high expectations, and I can honestly say that by bed so early, and though the racer's might think it ex-
the end of it I'd had a pretty good time. Our Canadian hausting, I know that they'd find that extra shot of en-
boys put on a great show, the entire race seemed well couragement from 'She Stole My Beer as they blew 
organized, there were babes everywhere, and even the through the cantina. I'll even use the profits I'll earn 
event staff seemed to be smiling. So it is with great trep- from renting space on my front porch to pay for the flag-
idation that I write this, because ELWYN ROWlANDS PHOTO people that would inevitably 
I don't wish to offend anyone need to be posted along route 
who worked hard to bring this 99. So why not? 
all together. But I have to admit Another idea: I think the 
that somehow, something just racers should all be sent down 
didn't seem right. the hill together. While down-

This is most assuredly a hill racing might be thrilling as 
world class event. But when you a spectator sport, it seems obvi-
achieve something great, you ous that a full-contact contest 
shouldn't use your success as would pack a meaner visual 
an excuse to stop trying to im- punch. It is even . possible that 
prove. Therefore, I've come up some type of 'American 
with a few suggestions, de- Gladiator' concept could be in-
signed to turn our race into the corporated into the run where, 
Superbowl of winter sports, a for instance, Marc Girardelli 
monstrous rolling spectacle for might be forced to come to a 
the world to view with awe and complete stop at Coach' s 
respect. Corner, doff his ski's, and enter 

First, to the general public the Jello-drome to engage in a 
of the valley. In a town as fa- Roh BoyiJ noiJtJ to tbe <~ca!fot;J iJenizLn<~ bare-knuckler with the scantily-
mous as ours, the clear lack of 0 .n bu way pat~t. clad temptress 'Sheba'. I like it 
nudity afllicting the crowds on the slope was something folks. I can smell the television ratings in the states 
I greeted with a deep sense of shame. It is apparent that going through the roof. 
most of the people around here are one-timers, using a This next suggestion should be taken quite serious-
vague, drunken moment at some point in their lives to ly. In the future, under no circumstance should anyone 
strip for attention, never fully believing in what they with the remotest affiliation to the Answer be allowed to 
preach. From the day we are born, we know that naked construct anything on the mountain. This year, certain 
is the best way to be. So get with it. I don't want to see Answer types, under the guise of obviously forged media 
some forced situation to become reality, where the secu- passes, undertook to build a modern day "Tower of 
rity staff have to confiscate clothing. Legislated love-ins Babel"-a hideous metal photographer's scaffold that 
suck. would have been hilarious had it not hung precariously 

Next, I would like to make a few comments to the near the lip of 'Hot Air' for the entire race, threatening 
organizers, starting with the design of the course itself. the lives of literally thousands. I've never seen so much 
While I know that the Whistler downhill is one of the faith hanging on one rope. By ten a.m., the more cagey 
longest courses on the circuit, I don't see why it couldn't photographers had abandoned their prime spots next to 

' 
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the course and had gathered in a great mumbling mob 
at the base of the jump, awaiting the collapse of an edi
fice that would have made the World Trade Center ex
plosion sound like a child's cap-gun puff by comparison. 
I can appreciate the phallic symbolism of this monster, 
but the sight of it has led me down the road to what will 
surely be months of therapy. 

drug-testing beyond the racers themselves. 
Now I would like to address our town council. It 

seems very strange to me that anybody should have to 
work the Friday before the World Cup. In a town with a 
constant party atmosphere, this is the biggest festival of 
the year. It has to be turned into a municipal long week
end, if for no other reason than doing as little work as is 

It seems that something 
strange was also afoot in the 
broadcast booth at the finish line . 
Steve Podborski's forays into the 
crowd with a microphone may 
well have been abetted by LSD, for 
I have never heard such a pro
longed soliloquy on the joys of life 

In a town tU famoa.~ tU oartJ~ tbe 
clear lack of mUJily afflicting tbe 
crowiJtJ on tbe .Jiope WtU .Jometbing 

possible sounds like a hell of a 
good way to make a living. There 
is a major stumbling block here, 
I'll admit. But me thinks I found a 
solution. 

I greeteiJ witb a iJeep tJentJe of 
.Jbame. 

This year, Saturday was dedi
cated to the downhill, Sunday to 
Super G. If we're going to make a 

holiday of Friday, there needs to be an event or theme 
for it, and quite frankly the training runs won't cut it 
until (food for thought) the racers are forced out on to 
the course buck-naked. Or drunk. Or both. Anyway, it 
occurred to me that we need a clear vision of what our 
holiday might mean, so I took time out to brainstorm. 
My original idea seemed swell at first, but it soon came 
under fire. I envisioned a "potato day", where we, the 
silent many, would be able to slouch over in our soft 
chairs, chain-smoke, and watch "AlP' re-runs all day 

and skiing. And Phil Johnson, our play-by-play man for 
the race , had clearly been dipping into the Benzedrine. 
When Cary Mullen crossed the finish line, Phil let loose 
with such an unintelligible string of single syllable 
grunts that those of us who couldn't see the time board 
weren't sure whether Cary had won the whole damn 
thing or had simply been blinded by Japanese ski-wear 
and went crashing into the booth. It wasn't until we de
scended the mountain that we knew of his fourth-place 
finish. Next year, it might be a good idea to extend 

Open 
24 Hours 

• 24 hour cash machine 
• full line of groceries 
• bakery & deli 

Located by the Gateways Plaza near Boston 
Pizza 952-6195 
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without fear of verbal abuse ELWYN ROWLANDS PHOTO , Ladies and gentlemen, I 
from the physically fit among give you "Ethnic Animosity 
u~. It was pointed out to me that Day." 
this would alienate the entire I'll start from the beginning. 
staff at the Pumphouse, so spe- Can you imagine what would 
cial interest groups being what happen here if once again, in 
they are today, I decided that I story book fashion, one of our 
might not be treading lightly boys won the downhill? The 
enough here. place would go berserk. The 

My second idea took the party to follow would be spoken 
fonn of a sort of 'Wink-Wink of reverently for centuries, and 
Nudge-Nudge' Day, where any I want to be there. The easiest 
person who spends more than way to make this happen, I fig-
forty-eight hours a week within ~,. ure, is to eliminate the competi-
town limits would be allowed to tion. 
crack beers in the club line-ups, Now we all surely know 
in full-view of the municipal that Rob Boyd is the toughest 
storm troopers. It dawned on Brian Stemmle floa& paA the hUJeollJ man in winter sports today. 
me quickly, however, that this tower near Hot Air. Hell, even Mullen could pound 
would require some sort of sense of humour on the part any man-jack of the foreign contingent into submission, 
of our men and women in black. Enough said. even with his hands tied behind his back. The superior 

We needed purpose here. We needed unity. So I de- machismo of the Canadian male isn't in question here. 
cided that the best idea would combine both our sense But there's no way that our national team can find time 
of civic and national pride with the innate ability we 
possess here for causing mischief. And I think I found it. 

in the days leading up to the race to hunt down and de
liver to each of their competitors a solid cartilage-tear-

Canuck Oldtimers and Whistler Allstars 
Matted 5X7 Photos available at Whistler One Hour Photo, Nancy Greene 

Lodge. 932-66121. Also available, Oldtimer and Allstars team photos. 
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ing boot or anterior-ligament rending whack. So I pro
pose we do it for them. 

Here, for example, next years "Ethnic Animosity 
Day" itinerary; 

8:00 A.M. The 'Stomp and Tromp' pancake eating 
contest. Keynote speaker? Benoit Bouchard, our fearless 
multi-culturalism minister. If this doesn't get stomach's 
turning and temper's flaring, I don't know what will. 

9:30A.M. The 'Crack Some Luxembourg Skull' pup
pet show, presented by the inspirational students of 
Myrtle Philip Elementary. Maybe we'll spice this one up 
with a bit of karaoke during the intermission. 

11:00 A.M. One-legged races. The championship 
round, pitting Austria against Italy. 

12:30 P.M. Lunch. Nothing meaningful just lunch. 
2:45P.M. Mayor Nebbeling presides over ribbon cut-

. ting ceremonies at the 'Let's Pretend We Have A 
National Identity' carnival. Major attractions here: The 
'Fjord a Norwegian With Your Fist' booth, located next to 
the French exhibition, where visitors learn that Parisian 
attitude is no match for a good solid baseball-bat. 

7:30 P.M. 'Coach's Corner', live from the conference 
centre. Selected readings from Don Cherry's newest po
etry collection entitled, 'What Rhymes With Lousy 

Don7Drink 
& 

Drive! 
Call 932-5455 

Airport Service Limousine 

Your First Choice For Fast 
& Reliable Cab Service 

Congratulatio~U Whi.Jtler An.1wer on 
your Fir.1t Anniver.1ary 

Foreigner?' 
10:00 P.M. The gala "Kick Swiss Ass Ball". 
Sounds like a humdinger to me. If we'd all pitch in, 

not only would the weekend be filled with a certain am
biance, we'd also be doing a great service for our fellow 
countrymen. 

So there are a few suggestions. I think we should 
continue to work hard as a community to ensure that 
this race retains it's "Bonsai' flavour. Actually, in keep
ing with this attitude, I'd like to offer one more sugges
tion, one for the masses who make the annual pilgrim
age up the mountain. 

Next year, get to the hill really early. Once you've 
reached your favourite spot, take three things out of 
your pack; a two litre bottle of Coke, a forty-ouncer of 
Carrington's whiskey, and mugs (one for all of your 
friends)-ceramic mugs with lovely pictures of panda 
bears on them. Fill these with liberal amounts of 
whiskey, keeping in mind that the Coke is optional. 
Then simply yell 'Panda Juice' and.let the games begin. 

Trust me. By the time you've had five or six helpings 
of this, Boyd is capable of skiing at least eight-hundred 
kilometers an hour. And after you've drained your cup 
for the tenth time, none of this matters at all. 

WELCOME TO 
SPRING!! 

& 

SPRING TUNE-UP 
SPECIAL 

MAJOR TUNE-UP WITH 
LAYER OF STORAGE WAX 

$40 PLUS TAX, 

SUMMER STORAGE OPTIONAL 
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By Greg ''Cbeuehall" DanieLl 

Canada is producing some of the fastest ~now
board racers in the world. Ross is one of ·them: He's 
fast, very fast. Specializing in GS an~ Super G, 
Rebagliati has moved from the back of the pack to 
the Top 10 on the world pro tour in just two years.: . . 

This 21 year-old Vancouver native comes from a 
strong ski racing background, but made the s,Mtcb to 
snowboarding in the spring of 1987. Rebagliati spent 

many local contests, compiling a long list of impres
sive results. These consistent top finishes soon put 
him at number one in the province. His amateur ca
reer ended after a couple years of winning major ti
tles, including the North American Amateur 
Championships, the Canadian Amateur 
Championships, and the Saudan Couloir Race 
Extreme on Blackcomb. 

the following season freeriding and discovering·his With his successful amateur career behind him, 
new addiction. · .·' he turned pro in 1991/92. Over the past year or so he 

The 1987/88 winter saw Rebagliati compete in was getting tired of the inconsistency of the judged 
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events, (i.e. freestyle half-pipe competitions), so the 
focus was now on racing. 

If anyone is surprised that you can bash gates 
with a snowboard you're a little behind. There's been 
a World Cup for the past six years, with the same 
four disciplines as skiing: slalom, giant slalom, Super 
G and downhill. The s,ame gates in the same place 
with the times getting significant
ly faster each year. The rapid ad
vancement in snowboard racing 
and carving is a combination of 
readily available high tech equip
ment and experienced coaching. 
Several top ex-ski coaches are 
now focusing their knowledge 
and expertise on snowboarding. 
Top coaching requires top dollar, 
but produces top results. 

To do anything well you must 
be committed. If you're serious 
about racing, the World Pro tour 
in Europe is something you must 
commit to. Ross made excellent Ro_JJ &bagliati 

ence for his rookie year. 
Like any sport training and coaching is crucial to 

success. Ross joined the World Pro Snowboard team 
run by coach Rob Roy. The team consists of about ten 
different nationalities and has proven top results. 
Last summer two separate weeks of training were 
done at Mr. Hood, plus he coaches himself at Craig 

Kelly's camp on Blackcomb dur
ing the summer. When not snow
boarding he could be found 
mountain biking and wind surf-
• I 

mg. 
To prepare even more for this 

season he moved to Europe from 
early October training until late 
November. From then on it was 
racing full time up to twice a 
week and traveling throughout 
the country , living out of a suit
case. 

progress in Europe, starting at the 
back of the pack but by the end of 

ERIC BERGER PHOTOS 

This season Ross was cutting 
new ruts in the race course. F2 
snowboards known for their 
alpine/carving reputation put him 
on a sponsorship program and are 

the season he'd moved closer to the top twenty. The 
World Pro tour is separate from the World Cup but is 
of the same caliber. The snowboard racing scene is 
much more popular in Europe. The circuit ensures 
more races and more cash, which in turn creates 
more exposure for the sport. There's a full TV crew 
at every race and is aired throughout the country. 
That same year Ross won the Mt. Baker Legendary 
banked slalom and the Saudan Couloir Extreme race 
again. He also found time to film with Warren and 
laid down some sweet powder turns in his last 
movie. 

That entire season was a great learning experi-
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now getting top results. Specializing in GS and Super 
G, Ross has moved from near the top 20 into the Top 
10, finishing 2nd and 3rd on occasion. 

The World Cup which is a separate tour that 
combines events from different countries was met 
with success as well. The World Cup saw Ross travel 
to Europe, Japan, Canada and the USA. 

At 21 years old this guy. is focused . He knows 
what he has to do and he's getting closer to the goal 
all the time. 

Judging by his past success and recent accelerat
ed accomplishments he'll probably be pretty close to 
what he wants in the next year or two. 

KA~TERING 
-l WHISTLER 

"FuU Service, ln-HoUJe CUJtom Catering" 

AU partie.~ welcome, wge or t~malL 

Chefs Karen and David Kay 932-3262 
10 Year WbiAkr Local! 
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By Andrew Rolfoon 
l ' 

The last of the wise guys died last night. I wonder how it felt. I can't really imagine the pain that 
went with him, it's kind of hard to feel tne crush of an eighteen-wheeler unless you've been there. I 
had my knee operated on once wh~n I tore my cartilage during a high school rugby practice, but 
other than that I've never held the p_rhjlege of serious hurt. In that instant, for that split-second 
when Dave had his back to the red bri~k wall and all he could see was the metal grill corning at his 
face, I wonder if he felt anything? I' figure he didn't, for two reasons. 

He died instantly. I mean, for a lifetime he brea.thed, he walked, drank, laughed. A thousand 
moments he spent chasing life :like W:e 'all do. And then one afternoon he's standing in the entrance-

~ ·. • .,,, '· -<" way to a record store, staring at the 

-~ j }t: 

Because no one should go hungry. 

Announcing Subway and ANSWER- --

Food For Food '93 food drive. Just bring in a can of food 
~ -

to any participating Subw.ay this Sun-day,• J\pril18th, and -
we'll give you a free 6" S~bway sartdwi!ih (limit one 

regular 6" Sub per customer).' A}l ~f'IJned g~qd; go to 
restock your local food bank, It's a great way to help-, so 

come to Subway with a 'can and an appetite. , . 
~ ~ ·t 

Co-sponsored by ~9l1~tait]. FM . 
.. ""'( i . ., . "';o' 

'"0 . . ,.SUBWAY: 
A C ~ l'< I ~ . . 

932-3244 -Royal _Bahkl;fju!~ding 
3:00 p.m. - 4.:4?: )'I-rirY.:: · 

posters in the display window. This for 
him was probably a good moment, a 
clean one. And into his silence, the 
roar of the truck. I don't know why it 
jumped the curb, I don't care enough 
to ask. But it did. I can see him tum 
and step back, and I can see all those 
faces in the street. Whenever these 
thins happen, it seems like either no
one sees anything or there's half an 
Astro-dome full of strangers within 
spitting distance. Anyways, I'm sure 
they were all appropriately horrified 
and wished they could have done 
something, but before anyone had a 
chance to think "oh shit" (except, per
haps, for Dave), hi ribs were being 
polished by a fan-belt; ''What the? Oh 
shit ... oh ... Wham! Nothing. When 
they backed the truck away, his body 
sort of rolled off the front bumper and 
landed on the ground, but half his 
head was stuck to the wall. So I don't 
think there was enough time for him 
to feel anything. 

I also wonder about neural biolo
gy at a time like this. When it comes 
time, when a guy is absolutely sure 
he's going to die, there's got to be 
some sort of overload button that gets 
pushed, especially when it happens 
like it did. The brain must not know 
how to react, so it just shuts down. 
There's no training, no practical expe
rience for the memory to dig out of 
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the vaults, so somewhere the~ must be a valve. And the brain works fast. As he turned, Dave surely 
reached that instant of knowledge. I want to think it was like those people you hear about, the ones 
who get an adrenaline rush and pick up cars to save their friends. It's chemicals man. I hope the little 
elf in Dave's head was gracious enough to flick the switch, and presto!, out came a flood of natural 
painkillers, cutting any link he still had with reality. I hope. 

I've answered one question. Big deal, I've got a million more. A lot of them I'd normally talk to 
Dave about, but I think there's a fine line 
between believing in the mystic and talking to 
people who just aren't there. So it looks like for 
the first time in a long time I'm going lonely. I 
like being alone, don't get me wrong. More than 
anything I can remember endless highways 
streaming across hills and deserts, walking for 
days with the earth, not a soul-less killer in 
sight. I've spent days and weeks locked in the 
quiet of my room, guarded by the scratch of my 
pencil on paper while the outside world trades 
back and forth with the meaningless jingle of 
money and possession. I recognized them all a 
long time ago, and when I did I knew that living 
with them would be my death, so I learned to 
live alone. But I never wanted to be lonely. I'm 
mad at Dave. I'm mad because I'm afraid. 

What now? Maybe I'll roll down to the pub 
for a coffee or a beer, watch the hockey game, 
come back home. Then what? I can't sleep 
because I'll have to wake up. I'm worried about 
my dreams and what they mean. I can't see my 
future because there's to much of it, so much I 
have to learn and get along with. I don't want to 

' die, but I'll bet Dave knows more now than any-
one of us can imagine. The sky must be an awe

Concentrate On 
Your Business! 

We do the Administration. 
Introducing our complete 

business service. 
From Bank Proposals to 
Collections by Jim Ulrich. 

(B.Comm., M.B.A.) 

• Financial •Invoicing • Payroll 
• Budgets • Cash Flow •Accounting 

Whistler 
A Qffice 

/j Services Ltd. 

NESTER"S $QUARE 932-5114 

some place to live. How many ,---------------------------, 
stars has he seen? Countless. I'll 
bet he knows people we never 
thought existed, I'll bet he's floated 
through a grey light to visit every 
time and place that has ever been. 
I want to be there. I want to be 
free like he is now, I want to begin 
this adventure again without the 
helpless existence we endure here 
on this speck of a planet. And 
more than anything I want to 
know the answers. Because when 
I look for them, only one thing 
comes to my mind: 

The last of the wise guys died 
last night. MINI 
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Dr. J.P. McConkey: A Smooth Operator Part 2 

Recreational Knee ·Injuries 
By Dr. Jake Onrot 

LaA idt~ue, I taL!ced with Dr. J.P. (Pat) McConkey about the World Cup and hid job 
ad cont~uLtant orthopedic t~urgeon to the Canadian NationaL ALpine Ski Team. Here, we 
focUJ more on the recreationaL t~kier, the equipment, and mechanidmt~ and prevention of 
injury. Pat id at~t~ociated with the Univert~ity of Britidh CoLumbia HeaLth Sciencu Centre 
and the ALLan McGavin Sportt~ Medicine CLinic and hat~ written wideLy on t~kier injuried. 
Here, he drawt~ on hid t~ur_9icaL experience and hu Love for t~kiing in order to expLain hid 
viewt~. That evening, at~ we taLked at hid home in Vancouver, it dumped 30 em. in WhutLer 
and we both wondered if we were in the wrong bUJtnud. (Not). We dw know we were in th.e 
wrong place that night. 

Jake: Why are knee injuries still 
so common despite improved equip
ment and the decline in other skier
related injuries? 

Pat: DIN settings have taken care 
of tibial fractures, but don't address 
the knee. We have this concept that 
binding technology is supposed to deal 
with all problems; it's not only not 
helping knee injuries, but some peo
ple think it's making them worse. 

Jake: How do tibial fractures hap
pen? 

Pat: They occur due to a bending 
strain. They're dealt with beautifully 
by the rotational toe and heel release 
of newer bindings. Bindings are highly 
sophisticated, technological miracles 
and they work beautifully if they're set 
properly. They won't prevent fractures 
in collisions or avalanches, however. 

Jake: What prevents ankle 
injuries nowadays? 

Pat: The high boots. Ankle 
injuries disappeared with plastic mold 
high boots. You still have ankle 
injuries with cross-country, snow
boarding, and telemarking. 

Jake: So, how does the knee get 
injured? ' 

Pat: The sum of the forces that are 
taken away from the ankle and tibia 
are transmitted to the knee. You have 
higher, stiffer boots and bindings that 

release. The force that goes in has to 
come out. 

Jake: I tore my anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL) playing basketball. No 
bindings were involved and my Air 
Jordans didn't catch an edge. Can you 
tear a knee ligament even if the bind
ings release or even if you don't fall? 

Pat: I've seen many knee injuries 
unrelated to the bindings at all . The 
"quadriceps-induced ACL tear" hap
pens to experts recovering from a 
falling back position. Either they land 
falling back or they're dragging them
selves forward, powering on to get 
back over the top (of their skis), and 
they need a powerful quads contrac
tion. They know that they can't ski off 
their ass, they can't carve off their 
tails. At that moment something goes 
snap. The quadriceps drags the tibia 
forward and that's enough to tear the 
anterior cruciate. They're not twisting 
and they're still skiing on a flat ski. 
There's no force on the binding and 
no obligation for it to release. The 
whole thing is generated by muscle 
power above the ski. Sometimes they 
don't even fall, they just ski off the 
course. 

Jake: What about ligament 
injuries related to falls ? 

Pat: They differ in that passive 
force is externally applied. There are 

THE WHISTLER ANSWER ------- • ------- 1ST ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 



combination InJUries 
when more than one liga
ment is torn. That's the 
situation. when you catch 
an inside edge. The first 
thing that goes is your 
medial collateral ligament 
and if you twist out fur
ther, you tear your ACL. 

COMBINATION INJURY who gets skiing out of 
co n trol down the hill. 
They don't know what to 
do so they sit on their ass, 
but they are suspended so 
high by the stiff boots that 
they can't get their ass 
back to the ground.The 
tibia is being driven for
ward, they catch an edge 
and the rotation gives the 
extra stress needed to tear 
the anterior cruciate. 

The isolated ACL tear 
is the biggest problem. It 
can occur with knee 
hyperextension when 
your tips are trapped in 
the snow. As you dig in 
and go over the top, it 
guillotines your ACL. 

Jake: Ouch! After my 
surgery, you put me in a 
brace. Do they really pre
vent further injury? 

In the "boot-induced" 
or "big bump/flat landing" 
tear, the tail hits first, the 
ski rotates forward, the 

Catching an inJUJe euge rotateJ out tbe tihia, hen'd.1 
tbe knee inwaru an'd.tear.1 tbe nu0ial coll.aterallig-

Pat: If you look at it 
scientifically, you'd have 
to say no, because, even 
though it's a custom-made a.ment. 

boot rotates forward, and 
the person falls back. The boot drives the tibia for
ward tearing the ACL. 

The "phantom leg" has to do with the real novice 

brace designed for the 
purpose, it's impossible to prevent that 1 or 2 em. of 
bone movement. On th·e other hand, a lot of people 
like it for security. I like it for security. There is 
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probably a proprioceptive defect that is helped. 
(Jake's Note: Proprioception, according to Oliver 

Sacks in The Man Who Mistook hi.s Wife for a Hat, is 
"that sixth sense- that continuous but unconscious 
sensory flow from the moving parts of our body 
(muscles, tendons, joints), by which tl;teir position 
and tone and motion are continually monitored and 
adjusted, but in a way which is hidden from us 
because it is automatic and unconscious". After knee 
surgery, a major rehabilitation hurdle is the regain
ing ofthis sense from the joint.) 

Jake: Can you tell from watching a fall if and 
where the skier is injured? 

Pat: Sometimes you can, yeah. As far as the ACL, 
I can watch a fall or a video and I can see exactly 
where they've tom the ACL. But, there's lots of simi
lar falls where the skier gets up without damage. 
ACL tears are such a common problem. I would be 
surprised if 50% of downhill racers make it through 
their careers without a tear . Even the German girls, 
who are so strong individually and as a team, lost 
Gutensohn and Gerg-Leitner the same day. I don't 
think there's a way to prevent it in downhill. I guess 
if you change the technique and people aren't rid
ing their tails, some injuries could be prevented. 

W H STLER 

SPRING CLEARANCE 
AUTHIER SKIS 
20% OFF (YOU NEVER SEE THIS.) JRr~ 

AUTHIER SKI 

NITRO SNOWBOARDS PRICED TO CLEAR. 

ALL I<OMDERDELL RAa POLES 
J0%0FF 

Ldcated on the Parkade Level of the Delta Mountain Inn 

932-6223 

BIG BUMP/FLAT LANDING ACL TEAR 

Ski..J aniJ hoot.; rotate foJWariJ pMhing the tihia 
abeaiJ of the femur tearing the ACL. 

Jake: Is there anything else we should know 
about equipment and safety? 

Pat: Newer technology prevents injury, but in a 
way it also creates injury because the evolution of. 
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technology has changed tech
nique. Look at the way a person 
without a whole lot of experience 
can work through a field of 
moguls. It has everything to do 
with better boots, bindings, 
grooming, ski areas, instruction 
etc. People have used the new 
advances to create a new style of 
skiing at higher speed and higher 
risk. The ski racer, in particular 
just wants to get from top to bot
tom as fast as possible. If the 
technology is available to jump 
off cliffs, people will jump off 
cliffs. And, in fact, they do! 
Imagine cliff-jumping with 225 
em. wood skis and lace-up 
leather boots! The recreational 
skier will exploit technology to 
the point where new injuries 
occur. So, the injury rate is 
unlikely to decline drastically. 

Jake: Do you have any blan
ket recommendations to prevent 
injury? 

Pat: I think that it's every 
skier's obligation to be knowl
edgable about equipment, its 
design and function and upkeep. 
I think that that's where we and 
'the ski industry have let down. 
We fall down badly in our mar
keting designed primarily to get 
as many people on the hill as pos
sible. People go with the idea of 
"that's where the good life is". 
They might have no concept of 
physical or mental preparation. 
It's a highly sophisticated partici
pant sport not a spectator sport. 
The important thing is to get 
skillful and knowledgable as 
quickly as you can; get instru c
tion, learn ski etiquette, learn the 
"skier's responsibility code", 
familiarize yourself with the 
equipment. 

With experience, you 
know when snow conditions or 

visibility are becoming a pro b
lem, you know. the relationship of 
an icy day to a powder day, you 
recognize fatique, you know your 
limits, you're aware of when you 
last serviced your bindings. You 
can adapt. Then you reduce 
injury risk. We all have to work 
harder in skier education; not just 
technique, but awareness. 

Jake: I've started snowboard
ing. How do those injuries differ 
from ski injuries? 

Pat: They're much different. 
Knee injuries are remarkably 
reduced. Knee injuries (and 
skier's thumb) are the common
est ski injuries, but your knees 
move together as a unit on a 
board. Boarders have more colli
sion injuries and ankle injuries, 
and a higher percentage of upper 
body injuries. I'm not sure about 
the total relative injury incidence 
in boarders compared to skiers. 
But, of course, the better the kids 
get (Jake's note: Does he mean 
me?), the faster they go .... 

Jake: What about alcohol and 
drugs on the hill? 

Pat: This is a participant 
sport. It's not for couch potatoes 
having a beer in front of the TV I 
have a problem with guys having 
too many beers at the top and 
bashing their way down . I 
remember watching a birthday 
party in the "Rendezvous". There 
was caviar and champagne and 
they were having a real good 
time. Who appears in the emer
gency that afternoon but the 
birthday girl! 

Jake: Any last words? 
Pat: I'm fascinated by all 

aspects of skiing: mechanical, 
technical, safety, equipment. You 
have to keep up if you want to 
keep improving. There's so much 
more to it, so much to know. 

Buffalo 
Bill's 

AprilS, 9 & 10 

Special Guests 

April14, 15 & 16 

One 

April22 & 23 

Sound Revolution 

Located In The 
Timberline Lodge 

932-5211 
'This Ain't No Discoll 
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THE VISITORS 
By Stephen Vogler 

Jim Stratton took a sharp left turn off of the highway and entered 
a rough logging road that climbed up a narrow valley. His wife Ellie 
sat in the passenger seat pouring over the map. 

''This must be it" She said as Jim stopped the car to consult with 
her. She ran her finger along the map. 

"It starts out as an orange line and pretty soon becomes a broken 
orange line. I hope the car can make it." 

"If it gets too rough we 'II turn around and head back." He put 
their Toyota Crescida into L2 and started up the road. Ellie had her 
doubts about turning around on such a narrow road, but after driving 
for two hours from the city to visit their old friends she thought it bet
ter to keep her doubts to herself for now. Besides, the road started out 
at a gentle incline and the two tracks where the tires rode were relative
ly smooth, if a bit muddy. But what the hell, they'd have to wash the 
car when they got back anyway. 

The alder grew thick along the sides of the road and it's fresh 
cover of spring leaves created a narrow green archway so that Jim had 
to strain his neck to the middle of the car to see anything at all. 

"You'd think they'd cut some of these branches back so you 
could see where you're going." Ellie said. 

The road steepened a little as they approached the first switch
back. Jim put the automatic transmission into Ll and the car hopped 
like a rabbit over the washboard gravel, spitting out rocks every time it 
landed. 

As they approached the next switchback, Ellie's fingernails were 
firmly embedded in the vinyl armrest. The corner was steeper and the 
washboards a little bigger, but Jim had a look of determination on his 
face; he had confidence in their car. He stepped on the gas as they 
swung around to the right and the car began to drift to the outside of 
the corner. The dashboard rattled as if it were in an earthquake and 
Ellie tried to steady it with her left hand. For a moment they felt 
weightless and helpless, but then gravity caught them again and they 
cruised up onto the flats. They both breathed a sigh of relief. 

"I .knew our car would make it." Jim said proudly, looking over 
at his wife. 

A loud bang suddenly pulled his attention to the front of the car 
again. He'd sunk the front left wheel into a huge pot hole and the car 
lurched back up to the road level and wobbled along until Jim hit the 
brakes. 

"God damn it!" He pulled the hand brake and jumped out of the 
car. "Of all the shitty luck!" 

He looked back at the huge hole where the road had fallen away 

next to a culvert pipe. Then he examined the damage to the wheel: the 
tire was flat and the hub was bent out of shape. Ellie got out of the car 
but didn't say anything as Jim got the spare tire and the jack out of the 
trunk. He set up the jack on the mud and rocks and started loosening 
the lug bolts, cursing under his breath. Ellie walked around the front of 
the car, 

"If you don't need my help, I'll walk a little ways up and see if 
the house is nearby. . 

"Okay, don't go far," he muttered, "this shouldn't take long." 
She walked along the edge of the road and looked down into the 

valley. The trees were a little thinner here and she could see down to 
the river a few hundred feet below. After about a hundred meters the 
logging road switched back up to the left and a narrow lane continued 
straight on, out of the logging scar and back into the dense evergreen 
forest. At the start of the lane Ellie saw a sign carved into an old 
weathered piece of wood and nailed onto a tree: ''The Floes". She 
turned around right away to deliver the news to her husband. 

Jim was still hunched over the wheel when she got back. 
"It's just a little ways from here honey; no more switchbacks." 
"Great." he said, a bit sarcastically. He was obviously frustrated 

with his task. He jacked the car back down and tightened up the lug 
bolts. In the trunk he found a rag and wiped the mud and grease and 
old rust off of his hands. He threw the bent wheel and the tools back in 
the trunk and slammed it shut 

'We better not get another flat or we 'II be walking home." he 
said. 

They turned down the narrow lane where the sign hung and 
slowly descended until the old trees became bigger and denser and the 
logging slash was behind them. After about fifty meters in the deep 
shade of the forest they came to a small clearing on the left; a shelf of 
land on the steep hillside where tall grasses grew along with a few fruit 
trees. At the back stood a weather beaten cedar shake house that his old 
friend from university had built with his own hands. 

They got out of the car and walked to the house through the tall 
grass, hearing the river rushing along far below them to the right. As 
they approached the house, Rob Floe came out the front door and stood 
on the deck in jeans and slippers and an untucked shirt over top of his 
Tee shirt. He had that same look of youthful irreverence that Jim and 
Ellie remembered from their university days a decade ago. He hailed 
them from the deck: 

"Jim, it's been a long time! How are you? Ellie, good to see you. 
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· I'm glad you guys finally made it all the way up here." 
"Not without a bit of difficulty." Jim said as they shook hands. 
"Oh no! Well come on inside and tell us about it. Shelley's cook-

ing up some lunch." 
They walked inside and greeted Shelley in the kitchen. 
''You're looking great." Jim said. 
"So are both of you." She said, giving them each a hug. "Have a 

seat. Lunch is almost ready." 
They sat down in the alcove at the front of the house where a 

large window let the sun in from the south. There were no walls sepa
rating the kitchen from the rest of the living area, and the sunlight 
bounced off of the light wood and permeated the whole 
house. 

"So it wasn't all smooth sailing up from 
the city?" Rob asked them. 

"It was fine until we hit an enor
, mous pot hole on your logging road." 

Jim recounted the tale and told them 
about the damaged wheel. 

''Well we'll see if we can't fix 
it up for you in the workshop after 
lunch." Rob said. "So what's new? 
How's the law profession treating 
you?" 

"It's going really well. I just 
became a partner in a firm last year 
with four other lawyers. It's what I've 
be'en after for years." 

"That's great." Shelley said. She 
brought out four bowls of soup on a tray, and 
a plate with different breads and cheeses on it. 

"This smells great. " said Jim. He took off his 
sweater and undid the top button of his shirt, 
finally relaxing after the escapade with the car. 
"So Ellie quit working at the accounting firm 
and she does all of my books now. " 

"I like it much better." Ellie said. "I can set my own hours and 
work a lot less. It leaves me time for important things like tennis and 
bridge." She smiled at them and dipped a spoon into her soup. "How 
are things with you two?· How are the kids?" 

"They're great. " Shelley said. "Growing like crazy. Sean's six 
now and he 's started school. Jeannie 's napping in the back room; she 
just turned four. " 

''We're starting to think about having kids now." Ellie said. ''We 
wanted to wait until Jim had a good partnership in a firm and we could 
buy a house. So the next time we visit, there just might be three of us." 

"How's the writing going Rob?" Jim asked. 
"It's coming along. It was tough going at first; trying to get my 

work out there and get some cheques rolling in. But I'm getting pub
lished in some bigger magazines now and it's really paying off. I'm 
working on a novel as well and I've got a publisher interested in it." 

'That's great. " Ellie said. 'This must be a perfect spot for you to 
write." 

''Yeah, I'm glad we built up here: The land was really cheap and 

no matter how big the town gets we'll still have a nice spot up here. 
The first couple of years we were roughing i~ but now we've got elec
tricity running up from the road and a good water reservoir just above 
us." 

"It must· be dangerous for the kids though." Ellie said. 'That 
steep drop down to the river. And the animals that must be around 
here." 

''They learn to respect things like that. " Shelley said. "And they 
become pretty steady on their feet climbing around here. On the day~ 
that I nurse at the clinic, Rob's here to look after them, and sometimes 
they play with the kids who live down by the tum-off from the high-

way." 

give you a call. " 

Jim and Ellie nodded, but neither of them 
looked convinced of the safety of the place. 

After lunch, Rob and Jim went into 
the workshop behind the house. Rob 

took the tire off of the wheel and heat
ed up the metal hub with a torch. He 
bashed it back into it's round shape 
with a hammer while Jim watched 
in amazement. Then he cooled the 
wheel, worked the tire back onto 
it and fixed the hole in the tire 
with glue and a piece of rubber. 

"We get plenty of flat tires 
around here." Rob said. "This 

should do you for a spare anyway." 
They took turns pumping it up with a 

hand pump and then rolled it back out to 
the car. 

''Thanks a million." Jim said. The women 
came out of the house and walked to the car. "And 

next time you're in the city you should come 
over for dinner." 

"Sounds great." said Shelley. "We '11 

Jim and Ellie drove off up the lane. They didn't say anything to 
each other until they reached the logging road. 

''They sure haven 't changed much over the years." Jim finally 
said. 

Ellie nodded in agreement. "It 's a nice spot, but I don't know 
why anybody would want to live there; it 's like living in the third 
world." This time Jim nodded in agreement. 

They drove slowly and carefully down the road and Jim tried to 
keep the car from bumping much around the switchbacks. On the last 
hill before the highway, a young boy suddenly appeared walking up the 
road in front of them. It must have been Sean coming home from 
school. Jim hit the brakes abruptly and swung the car well over to the 
opposite side of the road. Ellie waved out the passenger window to him 
as they went by. 

, "It's a good thing these brakes were just checked." Jim said. He 
turned right onto the highway and relaxed at the thought that there was 
just a smooth ribbon,,of pavement between them and their home. 
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Life In The Marsh 
By Peter Perry 

All winter the life of the marsh has 
been hidden. The coming of spring 
reveals again the lavish web of life that 
exists here. The marsh is a magnet, 
attracting bird and beast, fish and 
insects. With its depths and shallows, the 
gentle movement of fresh water, the 
grasses, flowers, trees, the tangled roots 
and rich soil, the marsh is an intricate 
balanced ecological system. When 
spring comes, the sight of its working is 
there for us to see; the sound of it for us 
to hear. If the marsh did nothing more 
than to provide food and refuge for 
weary transients on their passage to 
northern nesting grounds, we would 
value it just for that. It provides the 
necessities of life for countless small 
animals, reptiles, fish, birds and mam
mals. Without marshes we would lose 
much of our wildlife. 

The red Ozier, brilliant in the spring, 
and the willowbuds, pussywillows take 
root along the shore and flourish. The 
marsh marigold and the buttercup are 
the first to bloom, followed by the water 
lily. The bullfrog tadpoles start to grow; 
it'll be two years before they're mature. 
Meanwhile, they could fall prey to the 
fish. The · ducks 'begin to drop in, 
Redheads are among the first. Some, like 
the Mallard, the blue- and green-wing 
Teal will remain to nest and raise their 
young. Others will stop only for food and 
rest, and like some of the Canada Geese, 
head out for more northern nesting 
grounds. 

Only a few weeks after the last trace 
of winter, all oflife 'has been multiplied; 
all needs from one · end to the other of 
the complex food web have been met. 
The marsh, with its many different habi
tats, generates and sustains a great 
diversity of life, just by being there. It 
needs no help from man and it costs 

nothing. 
Because we tend to value only what 

produces income, marshes lose out. 
They are drained, burned, filled in and 
bulldozed into oblivion to make way for 
parking lots, wheat fields, golf courses 
or anything else that comes along. 

The developers produce market 
studies, reports, surveys, and the like to 
reinforce their commitment to destroy
ing this ecosystem, and to sell it to the 
pubic. They talk about it like it is a done 
deed, much like the McDonalds drive
through; that it is inevitable, and that by 
government giving it approval with spe
cial environmental considerations and 
safeguards, we can somehow m(\intain 
control over the destruction. 

But, I ask you, what does your heart 
say? Do all these so-called studies and 
marketing schemes make it right? Must 
this tendency continue for mankind to 
think that only be tearing down can we 
move forward? Didn't we learn some
thing about the value of life during the 
60's when we talked of peace and the 
Age of Aquarius? What happened to our 
"Hippie Values?" 

We are that generation and the 
decision is ours-yours and mine'. Do we 
set an example for the next generation 
that shows them that living like this is 
right... or wrong? Whatever we decide 
we must be sure we can explain it to 
them. Because as we rebelled against 
our parents as children and as we saw 
that many of their decisions were based 
on incorrect moral principles of the 
times, so. must our children judge our 
actions. It is their right and obligation to 
do so. That is the way change comes 
about. 

Until lately no notice was taken of 
anything that might be lost. No notice 
was taken of how something that needed 
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thousand of years to grow might be 
destroyed in a decade or less
something that might never be 
replaced. Only recently have people 
noticed that if the water goes, many 
other important things go with it. In 
the process, another basic fact 
about marshes come to light. They 
are very useful places to hold water, 
often serving areas that can be far 
away. Such a wetlands can reduce 
the chance of dangerous spring 
floods somewhere else. 

In the pattern of nature, and we 
ourselves are very much a part of it, 
there are links worth noting and 
respecting. The initial source of all 
living energy is sunlight. That is the 
basis of life; without it there would 
be nothing. The green plants take 
energy from the sun, combine it 
with other ingredients to make a 
simple sugar called glucose-the 
basic food of life. Only green plants 
are able to store and use the sun's 
energy in this way. Since animals 
can't capture and store solar energy 
this way they must get their energy 
from plants, or from other animals 
that eat plants. The marsh abounds 
in variations. Most forms of life can 
exist only because of the presence 
of other forms of life. The disap
pearance of any one form will alter, 
sometimes seriously, the total pat
tern. 

The marsh, so long as its sys
tem in intact, provides a dynamic 

natural community. Man, by inter
vening, has made blunders that are 
not only harmful to the· marsh~but, 
also are not in his own interest. H · 
is taking on a debt that will have to 
be paid someday Now, more than 
any time in our history, our cllildren 
must discover the fragile ecol~gical 
relationships upon wliich: all ,life 
depends. For without the' wild ' 
plants of the wetlands: *hich are 
their basic food, marsh animals and 
those dependent on t~em must van
ish. Like many of the thousands,''6f · 
animals for whom the ri:tarsh hi 
home or stopping place, they are 
dependent on the systell,l 'w.·orki11g 
as it did in the remote pas,t: · , : · , , 

The scientists who ·study the 
interactions among· ani'iAals1 are 
afraid that in someplaces the 
process of destruction has gone too 
far, that it can be irreversible . . 

. 0 
The Wish to protect and re$tore 

o 1(: I 

nature is not a sentimental one: It is 

erate each other. Often by serving 
their own interests, they also serve 

,the environment they share. The 
Mallard duck, for example, in its 
normal movements, sows new plant 
life by depositing the seeds it has 
eaten. Mallards, like all ducks, are ' 
dependent on wetlands., In winter, 
they go no further south than is 
necessary to find open water. And 

) 

they return north as soon as the ice 
,) 

m~lts. As they need water, they also 
qeed the banks and grasses of the 
n;tarsh for refuge and food. It is 
thanks to the ducks that some of the 
fish population in the marsh sur
vives; even when there is no open 
water to lakes and streams. The 
.eggs of fish stick to their feathers 
and helps the fish population grow, 
that in turn is linked to the fate of 
the Grey Heron and other bird 

.•sp·ecies that feed upon fish. It is 
'Wilh threads like these that the total 

not based on a feeling that certain life of the marsh is linked. 
animals are cute or pretty or amus- The Living Earth enfolds us in a 
ing to have around. It is based on a'' sometimes subtle, sometimes richly 
hard realization that we ourselves spectacular drama. To feel its power 
are part of the total life system,'CI;I).d and beauty we must often get our 
that if we tamper too much with feet off the city pavement and back 
that, we may set up .~hains, l'of · ,on to natural earth. To keep the out
responses that in the end ~ll -he , doors from further destruction by 
harmful to ourselves. The sys~ern is so-called civilized man, we must 
not only more complex' tha..fi.we , encourage our children to know 
thin, but more complex than we c&p.. ' ' and love nature and, like us, to real-

,, • t ') ~ 

think. , . , , , . , ize that these things are ours. 
Some species do more tha~i\Pl~ 
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MOTHERq§ VIDEO PICK 
Of Mice Be Men 

The novels and short stories of John Steinbeck have always provided an irresistible lure for smart, 
ambitious filmmakers. In 1939, the Steinbeck adaptation Of Mice and Men starring Burgess Meredith and 
Lon Chaney Jr. as 1930's migrant workers who drift into tragic circumstances won the Academy Award for 

best picture and has gone down in film history as a long
standing classic. 

The film's reputation as the best of Hollywood's 
Steinbeck stood unchallenged until now. Up and coming 
stage actor/director Gary Sinise has created a vibrant new 
version. Of Mice and Men stars Sinise as George and John 
Matkovich as Lennie, two drifters who are linked by 
poverty, aimlessness and affection. Sharing the dream of 
one day owning a prosperous farm, the two move from j~b 
to job, with the cagey, troubled George always monitoring 
the actions of the feeble-minded Lennie, who has the intel
lect of a child but the strength of an ox. Lennie's innocent, 
impulsive nature is always at odds with his physical 
strength. When the two get jobs on a sprawling California 
farm, it appears their financial fortunes are changing and 
their dream could become reality. But tragedy ensues and 
George's protective powers and affections for Lennie are 
put to the ultimate test. 

Directed with care and compassion by Sinise, Of Mice 
And Men was filmed from a script by noted Southern writer 
Horton Foote, who won Oscars for his scripts for To Kill A 
Mockingbird and Tender Mercies. Filling out the supporting 
roles are Ray Walston as the tired old farmhand Candy, 
who loses his beloved dog; Casey Siemaszko as the treach
erous Curly, who regards Lennie with an irrational hatred; 
Sherilynn Fenn as Curly's trampy wife, who proves to be 
Lennie's undoing; John Terry as the understanding worker 

Slim; and Joe Morton as the stooped blacksmith Crooks. 
Says Sinise: "It's a story that rings in our ears. It rang in the '30's, and it rings in the '90's. To me, this is 

a story worth telling, retelling, and telling again." 

I \VHI~TLER PHY~IOTHERAPY 
-Sports Medicine 
-Orthopaedics 
-Manual Therapy 

Located 1n the Whistler Med1cal C linic 

Open Seven Days - 8 00 a m - 5 30 p m 

Appointments 

932-4001 

-By Warren Cline of Whistler's Other Video 

GATEWAYS 
LAUNDROMAT 

"Whistler's Other" 
Video 

WARREN CLINE 
Owner 

Tel: 932-3980 

2010 Innsbruck 
Gateways Mall 
Whistler, B.C. 

VON 182 
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BOB COLEBROOK PHOTO 

THE KEG 
Great Steaks, 

Great Seafood 

Legendary Salad Bar 
Help younelf to garden fresh vegetables, fruit, 

mixed salads and our famous dressings. 
All you can eat only $8.99 

located at the 
Whisder Village 

Inns 
CallUs 

932-5151 

Open 
Mon • F:ri 6 p.m. 
Sat & Sun 5 p.m. 

The Great Steak and Seafood House 

MEDIA 
ICONOCLAST 

OF THE YEAR 
JOHN "RABBIT" HARE 

FOR TELLING A 
VANCOUVER SUN 

PHOTOGRAPHER WHO 
WANTED TO TAKE HIS 
PHOTOGRAPH, IN NO 

UNCERTAIN TERMS, THAT 
"I'M BUSY WITH A 

CUSTOMER." 

1ST ANNIVERSARY ISSUE ------- • ------- THE WHISTLER ANSWER 



Czech productions 93 presents 

OUL KITC~EN" 
' 

Sun~ar A~ri14t~ 
wit~ D.J.tzec~ 
Sun~ar A~rilll t~ 
wit~ O.J.Uuic~ fix 
Sun~ar April18t~ 
wit~ O.J.Dicky Ooo 
Sun~ar April2at~ 
at · 
Tommr Africas 
sponsore~ br 

THE SNO OARD SHOP 
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